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B y3K0M, KpUBOM TiepeyIike, B psijly APYTHX KAJIKUX JOMUINEK, CTOSUT Y3eHbKUM, BBICOKHIA JIOM,
HAIOJIOBIHY KaMEHHBIH, HATIOJIOBUHY JIePEBSHHBII, TOTOBBI PAaCIION3THCh CO BceX KOHIIOB. JKmim B HeM
OeaHble JII0AU; 0COOeHHO OeHast, yoorasi 0OCTaHOBKa ObUIa B KAMOPKE, I0THBILEHCS TIOJ CAMOIO KPbILIEH.
3a OKHOM KaMOPKH BHCeJIa cTapasi KJIeTKa, B KOTOpOW He ObUIO Jlake HACTOSIIEro CTakaHYMKa C BOJOM:
€ro 3aMeHs1I0 OYThUIOUHOE TOPJIBIIIIKO, 3aTKHYTOE MPOOKOI M ONPOKUHYTOE BHU3 3aKYOPEHHBIM
KOHIIOM. Y OTKPBITOTO OKHa CTOsUIa CTapasi AEBYIIKA M yromaja KOHOIUISIHKY CBEKMM MOKPUYHUKOM, a
NTUYKA BECEJIO TIepPETPhIrMBajIa C KePAOUKH Ha KEePAOUKY M 3aTMBAIACh TIECEHKOM.

«Tebe xopormIo meTh!» — ckazano OyTBUIOYHOE TOPJIBIIIKO, KOHEUYHO HE TaK, KaK Mbl TOBOPHM, —
OyTBUIOYHOE TOPJIBIIIKO HE MOXET TOBOPUTh — OHO TOJIbKO MOyMaJo, CKa3aJio 3TO Mpo cedsl, KaKk MHOTJa
MBICJIEHHO TOBOPST caMH ¢ co6o1o mou. «/1a, Tebe xoporo nets! YV Teds Hebock Bee KOCTH Lestbl! A BOT
nonpoOoBaa Obl ThI JIMIIUTHCS, KaK 1, BCETO TYJIOBHUINA, OCTAThCS C OJJHOM IIeed Ja PTOM, K TOMY JKe
3aTKHYTBIM ITPOOKOM, HeOoCh He 3amesa Obl! Bripodem, 1 To XOpoIIo, 4To XOTh KTO-HUOYAb MOKET
BeceuThesi! MHe He ¢ 4ero BeceJUThCs U MeTh, a 1 M He MOTY HbIHYE 1eTh! A B ObLIble BpeMeHa, Korja s
ObLy1a elie 11eJ1010 OYTBUIKOM, U 5 3aTieBasla, eCJIM 10 MHE BOJVUIM MOKPOIO MMPOOKOM. MeHs qaxke 3Ban
KOT/a-TO KaBOPOHKOM, OoJIbIINM kaBopoHKoM! f ObiBana u B secy! Kak xe, MeHst Opanu ¢ co0o01o B IeHb
TIOMOJIBKM CKOPHSIKOBOH JOYKH. [la, 51 MOMHIO BCe TaK JKMBO, Kak OyATo jeso Oblto Buepa! MHoOro s
niepekuia, Kak MoJaymMalo, Mpelnia yepe3 OroHb U BOy, MoObIBajIa M MO/ 3eMJICI0 U B MojHeOeCke, He TO
41O Apyrue! A Temeps 5 ONATH Mapio B BO3AyXe U IPeioch Ha COMHBIIKE! Moo MCTOPHUIO CTOUT
nocaymars! Ho 51 He paccka3biBalo ee BCIyX, Ja U HE MOTY».

U ropbiko pacckasaio ee camomy cede, BepHee, pogyMalio ee mpo ceds. Mcropus u B camom fene
ObL1a IOBOJILHO 3aMevatelibHasl, 2 KOHOIUISIHKA B 9TO BpeMsl 3Hail ceOe pacrieBasia B KiieTke. BHu3y, 1o
yJMIE HIUTA ¥ eXaJTH JTIOH, KK/l JyMaJsl CBOe W COBCEM HHU O YeM He JyMall, — 3aTO AyMaJlo
OyTBLIIOYHOE TOPJIBIIIKO!

OHO BCIIOMUHAJIO OTHEHHYIO MIeUb Ha CTEKJISTHHOM 3aBOJIE, Iie B OYTHIIKY BIYHYJIH *KU3Hb, IOMHHIJIO, KaK
ropsiya Oblia MoJIoziasi OyThUIKA, KaK OHA CMOTpeJsia B OypJIAILyI0 IIABUIILHYIO TIeUb — MECTO CBOETO
PO’K/IeHHsI, — YyBCTBYS IJTAMEHHOE KeJlaHue OpOCcUThCs Tyza oOpaTHo. Ho Mano-niomary oHa ocTeuia U
BIOJIHE IPUMUPUIIACh C CBOMM HOBBIM TIOJIOkeHreM. OHa cTosiia B psiay Opyrux OpatbeB u cectep. Mx
OBbLT TYT 1eJ1bIH 1oJIK ! Bee OHM BBIIUTM U3 OHOM MEYKH, HO HEKOTOPBIE ObLIN MpeJHA3HAYCHBI IS
IAMIIAaHCKOTO, PYTUe /IS UBa, a 9TO pa3HuIla! Brnocnencrtsuu ciydaercsi, KOHEYHO, YTO U MUBHASI
OyTBUIKA HaMoJHseTCs gparoteHHbM lacrimae Christi, a mammaHckast — BaKcolo, HO BCe ke MPUPOHOE
Ha3HAUYEHME KaXJIOW cpasy BbliaeTcs ee (hacOHOM, — OJIaropojiHasi OCTaHETCs1 OJIarOPOHON Jake C
BaKCOW BHyTpH!

Bce OyThUTKM ObLIM yIIaKOBaHbI; Hallla OyThUTKA TOXKE; TOrJa OHA U HE MPEerosiaraia emie, 4To KOHUUT B
BUJIe OYTBUIOYHOTO TOPJIBIIIKA B AOJUKHOCTH CTAaKAHYMKA 7S] ITHYKH, — JOJDKHOCTH, BIPOYEM, B
CYIIIHOCTH, JIOBOJILHO TIOUTEHHOM: JTyullle ObITh XOTh YeM-HUOY b, Hexesn HuueM! Benblii cBeT OyThuIKa
yBHUjIeNa TOJIbKO B PEHCKOBOM Torpede; TaM ee M APYTUX ee TOBAPOK pacraKOBAIN U BHIIOJIOCKATIA — BOT
cTpaHHoe ObL10 ornymieHue! ByThiika jexana mycras, 6e3 MpoOKH, U OIyIIalia B KeTyaKe KaKylo-To
IyCTOTY, el Kak OyJTO 4ero-To HeIOCTaBaJlo, a 4Yero — OHa M cama He 3Hana. Ho BOT ee Haymm
9yJeCHBIM BUHOM, 3aKYIIOPWIIH U 3aIleuaTaiy CypryqaoM, a COOKY HaKJICUIU SIPJIbIYOK: «[IepBbiii copT».
ByTbuKa Kak Oy/ITO MMOJTydmia BEICIITYIO OTMETKY Ha 9K3aMeHe; HO BUHO U B CAMOM JieJie ObIIO XOpollee,
OyThUIKA TOke. B MOIIOJOCTH BCe MBI MOSTHI, BOT M B HaIllel OYTBUIKE YTO-TO TaK U UTPAJIO U MEJI0 O TAKUX
BeIl[ax, 0 KOTOPBIX CaMa OHA M TIOHATHUS HE MIMeJa: O 3eJIeHBIX, OCBEIIEHHBIX COJIHIIEM Iropax C
BUHOTPATHUKAMHU IO CKJIOHAM, O BeCeJIbIX JeBYIIKAX U MapHSIX, YTO C MIECHSAMU COOMPAIOT BUHOTPAJ,
LEJTyI0TCS M XOX0UYT... Jla, k13Hb Tak xopoma! Bot uro Opoauio u nesno B OyThUIKE, KaK B AyIIe
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MOJIOJBIX TIOTOB, — OHM TOXKE 3a4acTyI0 CaMH HE 3HAIOT, O YEM IIOIOT.
OnHaxapl yTpoM OYTBUIKY KYIWJIM, — B MOTPped SIBUJICS MaJbUMK OT CKOPHSIKA M IOTPeOOBasl Oy THIIKY
BMHA CAMOTO NIEPBOro copTa. ByThuIKa 0uyTHIach B KOP3UHE PSIIOM C OKOPOKOM, CBIPOM U KOJIOACOH,
JyJecHEeHIINM MaciIoM U Oyskamu. Jlouka CKOpHsIKa cama yKJiaJplBaja Bce B KOP3UHKY. leByIika Oblia
MOJIOZIEHbKas1, XOPOIIIEHbKAs; YEPHBIE INIA3KM €€ TaK M CMEsUIUCh, Ha Ty0ax urpaja yJjablOKa, Takas ke
BBIpA3UTENbHASA, KaK U TJ1a3KH. Pydku y Hee ObliIM TOHKHE, MATKHE, Oesble-Tpederbie, HO TPpyIb H IeHKa
eme Oesiee. Cpa3y ObUIO BUIHO, YTO OHA OJJHA M3 CAMBIX KPACUBBIX JIEBYIIIEK B TOPOJE U — IPEACTaBbTe
— emie He ObUTa MpocBaTaHa!

Bcs cembst oTnipaBiisiiack B Jiec; KOP3UHKY € MPUINACaMU JIEBYIIIKA Be3Jia Ha KOJIEHsIX; OYThJIOYHOE
TOPJIBIIIIKO BBICOBBIBAIOCH U3-TI0]1 OEJION CKaTepTH, KOTOPOIo OblIa HaKphITa Kop3uHa. KpacHast
Cypry4Hasi rojloBka OyTBUIKH TJIsiesIa MPsIMO Ha JIEBYIIKY M Ha MOJIOJIOTO HITypMaHa, ChiHa UX coce/1a-
’KMBOIMCLIA, TOBAPMIIA AETCKUX UI'P KPACOTKHU, CUJIEBILETO psAAOM ¢ Heto. OH TOJIbKO 4TO OJiecTsIe caajl
CBOM 9K3aMEH, a Ha CJIeAYIOIIHUI JIeHb yKe JOJKeH ObLT OTIUIBITh Ha KopalJiie B uykue cTpaHbl. O0 3ToM
MHOTO TOJIKOBAJIM BO BpeMsi COOpOB B JIEC, M B 9TW MUHYTHI BO B30p€ M B BHIPAKEHUH JINUMKA
XOPOIIEHbKOM JOYKH CKOPHSIKA HE 3aMeYaJioCh OCOOCHHOW PaIOCTH.

Monogpie siioan nonuti OpoanTs 1o jecy. O yem onu 6ecegoBan? [la, BOT 9TOro OyThUIKA HE CibIXasa:
OHa BeJ/lb OCTaBaJIaCh B KOP3MHE U yCIIea J1a)ke COCKYUUThCs, cTosi TaM. Ho HakoHel ee BHITAIMIIN, M OHA
cpasy yBUZaJa, 4To JieJa YCIEU 3a 3TO BpeMs IIPUHATh CaMblidl BECEIblii 000POT: IJ1a3a y BCEX TaK U
CMEsUTUCh, TOUKA CKOPHSIKA YJIbIOAIach, HO TOBOPMIIA KAK-TO MEHbIIE MTPEKHET0, IEUYKH Ke ee TaK 1
L[BEJIM PO3AMHU.

Orern B3s11 OYTBUIKY C BUHOM U LITOTIOP... A CTpaHHOE OIIYIIEHHE UCIIBIThIBACIIIb, KOTAa Te0s
OTKYIOPUBAIOT B NIEpBbII pa3! ByThlIka HUKOI/IA YK€ HE MOIJIa 3a0bITh TOW TOPKECTBEHHON MUHYTHI,
KOrJa MpoOKy M3 Hee TOYHO BHIIIUOJIO U Y Hee BBIPBAJICS TTyOOKHIA B3/I0X OOJIErYeHHsl, a BUHO
3a0yJIbKAJIO B CTAKAHBI: KJTIO-KJTIO-KJTIOK !

— 3a 3/10poBbe KEHMXA U HEBECTBI! — CKa3aJl OTell, ¥ BCe OMOPOKHUIA CBOU CTaKaHbl 10 JIHA, a
MOJIOZION HITYpMaH MOLIEJI0BAJl KPACOTKY HEBECTY.

— [aii 6or Bam cyacTbsi! — npuOaBUIM CTApUKU. MOJIOION MOPSIK ellie pa3 HAMOJHMII CTAaKaHbl U
BOCKJIMKHYJI:

— 3a Moe BO3BpallleH1e IOMOU U Hallly CBaJbOy poBHO 4epe3 roja! — U korjia crakaHbl ObLUTH OCYIIIEHBI,
OH CXBaTWJI OyTBUIKY M TOAOPOCHJI €€ BHICOKO-BBICOKO B BO3yX: — T'bl OblTa CBUAETEIbHUILIEH
NpeKpacHEHIIMX MUHYT MOEH JKU3HH, TaK HE CITyKH e OOJIbIle HUKOMY !

Jlouke CKOpHSIKa M B TOJIOBY TOTZA HE MPUXO/IMIIO, YTO OHA OMSATh YBUANUT KOTAA-HUOYAb Ty ke OYTBUIKY
BBICOKO-BBICOKO B BO3/yX€, a IPUIILIOCh-TAKH.

ByThUIKa yrasna B TyCTOH TPOCTHHK, POCIIMI 1O OeperaM MaJjIeHbKOro JIeCHOTO o3epa. ByTsutounoe
TOPJIBIILIKO KMBO €1e IOMHMUJIO, KaK OHa JIeKajla TaM U Pa3MBbIIUIsIA: «5 yrocTuia uX BUHOM, 4 OHU
YTOIIAI0T MEHsI Tenepb OOJOTHOIO BOJOH, HO, KOHEYHO, OT 700poro cepaual» ByThike yxe He ObUIO
BUJIHO HU KE€HUXa, HU HEBECThI, HM CYACTJIMBBIX CTAPMUYKOB, HO OHA €IIe J0JITO CIIbIIIajIa UX Beceaoe
JMKOBaHMe U neHue. [1oTom ABUIMCh 1Ba KPECThSHCKUX MaJlbuyraHa, 3arjisHy/Id B TPOCTHUK, YBUIAIN
OyTBUIKY U B35UIU ee, — Ternepb OHa OblIa MPUCTPOCHA.

JKwmm Masbuyransl B MaJIeHbKOM JIOMUKE B Jiecy. Buepa crapmmii 6pat ux, MaTpoc, IpUXOANI K HUM
NPOIIATLCS — OH ye3’KaJl B JajibHee IIaBaHKe; M BOT MaTh BO3WJIACH TENEepb, YKJIAIbIBAsA B €0 CYHAYK TO
TO, TO JIpyroe, Hy’KHOe eMy B Jopory. Bedepom oTell cam XOTes1 OTHECTH CYHIYK B FOpOJ, YTOOHI e1le pas3
MIPOCTUTHLCS C CHIHOM U MepeaaTh eMy OJarocjioBeHre Marepu. B cyHyk Oblia yaokeHa U MaJleHbKast
OyTBUIOYKA C HACTOMKOMW. BApYyr ABUIMCH MaTbuMKK ¢ OOJIBIIOI OyTHUIKOM, Ky/Ia JTydllle U IPOYHee
MaJIeHbKOH. B Hee HaCcTOMKM MOTJIO BOMTH ropasio OoJibllie, a HACTOMKA-TO OblJIa OUeHb XOPOIIIasi U JaxKe
niesieOHast — ToJe3Has Jyist Kenyaka. Mtak, OyThUIKY HAIlOJHMIIN YK€ He KPAaCHBIM BUHOM, a TOPBKOIO
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HACTOMKOM, HO M 3TO XOPOIIIO — [T JKeJIyaKa. B CyHIyKk BMeCTO MaJIeHbKOU ObUIa yI0KeHa OOoJIbInast
OyThUIKa, KOTOpasi, TAKMM 00pa3oM, OTIpaBWIIach B IIaBaHue BMecTe ¢ [lerepom MeHceHOM, a OH CITy KXWt
Ha OIHOM KopabJie ¢ MOJIOJBIM TypMaHoM. Ho Moio/10if miTypMaH He yBUjes OyThUIKH, 1a eCu Obl U
yBUJIEJ — He y3HaJ Obl; eMy Obl ¥ B TOJIOBY He MPHIILIO, YTO TO Ta camasi, U3 KOTOPOU OHU MUJIH B JIECY
3a ero MOMOJIBKY U CYACTJIMBOE BO3BPAILIEHUE JOMOM.

[TpaBaa, B OyThUTKE GOJIBINIE OBUIO HE BUHO, HO KOE-UTO He Xyxke, v [leTep MeHceH YacTeHbKO BHIHUMAJT
CBOIO «aITeKy», KaK BeJIM4aad OyThUIKY €ro TOBAPHIIH, U HAIMBAJ UM JIEKapCTBA, KOTOPOE TaK XOPOIIO
JEeCTBOBAJIO HA KeTyIOK. U JIeKapcTBO COXPaHSLJIO CBOE 1esieOHOE CBOMCTBO BILIOTH JI0 TIOC/IE/IHEH CBOEH
kar. Becenoe To Obu10 Bpemeuko! ByThulka qaxke mena, Korja 1o Heid BOAWIM MpoOKOM, U 3a 9TO ee
MIPO3BAJIN «OOJIBIIIM KaBOPOHKOM» WM «kKaBOpOHKOM [lerepa MeHceHax.

[Tpomnwio MHOTO BpeMeHHU; OyThUIKA AABHO CTOsUIA B YIUIy MYCTOIO; BAPYT cTpsiciack Oena. Ciydniock Jin
HECYacThe eIl Ha IyTH B YyKUe Kpasl, WIH yKe Ha 00paTHOM ITyTH — OyThUIKA HEe 3Hajla — OHa Bellb HU
pasy He cxoauia Ha Oeper. Pa3pasunachk Oypsi; OrpoOMHBIE YE€pHBIE BOJIHBI Opocaid Kopadib, KaKk MsUHK,
MauTa CJIoMajach, 00pa3oBajiach IPOOOWHA U TEUb, IOMITBI IIEPECTAIIH AEHCTBOBATh. ThMa CTOsIIA
HeTporJisiiHasi, Kopalib HAKPEHWSICS U Havyall OrpyKaThCs B BOAY. B 3TU-TO moceqHre MUHYTHI
MOJIOZION MITypMaH ycries HadpocaTh Ha KJIOUKe OyMaru HecKOJIbKo clioB: «I"ocrioau momunyii! Mel
noru6aem!» [Torom OH Hamucan UMs CBOel HEBECThI, CBOE MMsI M Ha3BaHUE KOPa0Jisi, CBEpHYJ OYMaKKy B
TpyOOUKY, CYHYJI B TIEPBYIO MOMABIIYIOCS MYCTYI0 OYTHUIKY, KPETIKO 3aTKHYJI e IPOOKOI 1 OpOChII B
Oymryiomye BojaHbL. OH M He 3HAJ, YTO 3TO Ta caMast OyThUTKA, U3 KOTOPOM OH HAJIMBAJI B CTaKaHbI J0Opoe
BMHO B CYACTJIMBBIN JIeHb CBOEH MOMOJIBKU. Tenepb OHa, Ka4yasiCh, MOIUIbLIA [0 BOJIHAM, YHOCS €ro
MPOILAJIbHBIN, IPEICMEPTHBIN MTPUBET.

Kopabmp noresn Ko iHy, Bech SKHIaX TOXKe, a OyThUTKA MIOHECIach 0 MOPIO, KaK ITHIIA: OHA Heclia Be/lb
cepJeuHbI MpUBET keHrxa HeBecTe! COJHBIIIKO BCTABAJIO M CAAUIIOCh, HATIOMUHAS OYTHIIKE
pacKajeHHYIO 1e4b, B KOTOPOW OHA POAMIIACH U B KOTOPYIO €i TaK XOTEJIOCh TOTIa KMHYThCSI OOPaTHO.
VcnibiTana oHa ¥ MITWIIb U HOBBIE OypH, HO HE pa30MiIach O CKaJibl, HE yroAWia B MacThb akyse. boblie
rojia HOCWJIaCh OHa IO BOJIHAM TYJIa U CI0Ja; MpaB/a, oHa Obla B 9TO BpeMsi caMa ce0e roCrokKou, HO U
9TO BE/Ib MOXKET HaJl0ECTb.

VcrivcaHHblii KJIOYOK Oymaru, mocjiefHee MpOCTH KEHNXa HeBecTe, puHec Obl ¢ 000U OJTHO rope,
NIOTaIM OH B PYKH TOM, KoMy ObLT afpecoBaH. Ho rae e Obutn Te GeieHbKIe PyYKH, YTO PACCTHIIAIN
OeJTyio cKaTepTh Ha CBEKEH TpaBKe B 3eJICHOM JIECY B CYACTIIMBBIN jieHb 00pyueHusi? [ e Obla qouka
ckopHsika? U rue Obuta camast poauna Oyteutku? K kakoii ctpane oHa ternepb npuodmkanacs? Huvero
9TOro oHa He 3Haja. OHa HOCKJIACh M HOCKJIACH 110 BOJTHAM, TaK YTO MOJ KOHEll JaKe COCKYYHJIach.
Hocutbcst o BoHam ObUTO BOBCE HE €€ AeJI0, U BCe-TaKM OHA HOCUJIACh, TTOKA HAKOHEI] He MPUIUIbLIA K
Oepery uyxoii 3em. OHa He TOHMMaJIa HY CJIOBA U3 TOTO, YTO TOBOPHJIOCH BOKPYT Hee: TOBOPWIIM Ha
KaKOM-TO UYy’KOM, HE3HAKOMOM €l sI3bIKe, a He Ha TOM, K KOTOPOMY OHa MPHBbIKJIA HA POJIUHE; HE
MOHMMATD ke SI3bIKa, HA KOTOPOM TOBOPSIT BOKPYT, — O0JIbIIasi norepsi!

ByThUIKY moiiMany, OCMOTpeITH, YBUAAIH U BHIHYJIM 3aMIMCKY, BEPTENHU €€ U TaK U CsK, HO pa3odparth He
pazoOpaii, XOThb ¥ MOHSLIH, YTO OyThIIKa OblIa OpoIlieHa ¢ TOruOalomero Kopadys 1 YTo 000 BCEM 3TOM
roBopuTcs B 3anucke. Ho uto umenHno? Jla, BOT B TOM-TO BCS M IITyKa! 3amucKy CyHYJIM 0OOpaTHO B
OyTBUIKY, a OyTBUIKY ITOCTABHUJIM B OOJIBINON ITKA(, YTO CTOST B OOJIBIIION TOpHUIIE OOJIBIIIOTO JOMA.
Besikuit pa3, Kak B IoMe MOSIBJISUICS HOBBIM TOCTb, 3aIMCKY BBIHUMAJIH, TOKA3bIBAJIM, BEPTEIU U
Pa3TIISIIBIBAI, TAK YTO OYKBBI, HAMMMCAHHBIE KAPAHIAIIIOM, MAJIO-TIOMATy CTUPAJIMCh U TIO/I KOHEIl COBCEM
CTEpJICh, — HHUKTO OBl U HE CKa3aJ Terepb, YTO Ha STOM KJIOUKE ObLIO KOTJa-TO YTO-IMO0 HANMCAHO.
ByTbika ke npocrosiia B mkady ele ¢ roji, IoToM Morajia Ha YepJak, rjie BCs MOKPbUIACh MbUIBIO U
naytuHoi. CTosi Tam, OHa BCIIOMUHAJIA JTYYIIIMe AHU, KOTAa U3 Hee HaJMBaJId KPAaCHOE BUHO B 3€JICHOM
Jiecy, Korja oHa Kadajaach Ha MOPCKUX BOJIHaX, HOCs B ceOe TaliHy, MMChbMO, TIOCIeJHee IPOCTH ...
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Ha yepnake oHa ITpocTosijIa LeJbIX ABAALATh JIET; IPOCTOsIa Obl U JOJIBILE, Aa IOM B3AyMaJld
nepecTpanBarh. Kpbliiy CHsUH, yBUIAIM OyTBUIKY M 3aTOBOPUJIM YTO-TO, HO OHA MO-TIPEKHEMY He
MOHMMaJIa HY CJIOBAa — $I3bIKY BE/lb HE BBIYUHIIIbCS, CTOSI HA Yep/lake, CTOM TaM XOTb ABauaTh jet! «Bot
ecim OBl 51 OcTaBajIach BHU3Y, B KOMHATe, — CIPABEAIMBO paccyXkajia OyThlIKa, — s Obl, HABEpHOE,
BBIyUMJIaCh !».

ByThUIKY BBIMBLIM U BBIIIOJIOCKAJIN, — OHA B 9TOM OY€Hb HykJajack. V1 BOT OHa BCs NTPOSCHUIIACH,
IPOCBETJIENA, CIOBHO MIOMOJIOJIETIa BHOBb; 3aTO 3alIUCKY, KOTOPYIO OHa HOCWJIA B ce0e, BBIILICCHYIIN U3
Hee BMecTe ¢ BOJOH.

ByThUIKY HaNIOJTHMIIM KAKUMH-TO HE3HAKOMBIMH €l CEMEHaMM; 3aTKHYJIM IPOOKOM U TaK CTapaTesIbHO
YIaKOBaJIM, YTO €l He CTaJI0 BUJIHO Jaxke CBeTa 00XKbEero, He TO YTO COJIHLA WM MecsALa. «A Belb HaJl0 ke
YTO-HUOYb BUJIETh, KOT/IA My TEIIECTBYeEIlIb», — JyMaa OyThUIKA, HO TaK-TaKW HUYETo U He YBUAJIA.
['maBHOE 1e710 OBIIO, OJHAKO, CAEAHO: OHA OTIPABUIIACH B IyTh M MpUObLIA Kyza ciepoBaio. Tyr ee
PacraKkoBaJIy.

— Bor yk nocrapajuch-To OHM TaM, 3a rpanuueit! Wb, Kak ynakoBaiu, U Bce-TakM OHa, MOKAIY,
TpecHysa! — ycibixaia OyThUIKA, HO OKa3aJI0Ch, YTO OHA HE TPECHYIA.

ByTpUika noHMMana kaxjaoe cJ0BO; FTOBOPHJIM Ha TOM e S3bIKe, KOTOPBIA OHA CJIBIIIAJIA, B U3
IUIABUJIBHOM ey, CIbIIIajia U y BAHOTOPIrOBIIA, U B JIECY, U HAa KOpalJie, CJIOBOM — Ha eJUHCTBEHHOM,
HACTOSAIIEM, IIOHATHOM U XOpolIeM poJHOM s3blke! OHa onATh OUyTHIIAch IoMa, Ha poauHe! OT pagoctu
OHA 4YyTh OBUIO HE BHIIPBITHYJIA U3 PYK U €/1Ba 0OpaTuia BHUMaHUE Ha TO, YTO €€ OTKYIIOPHIIH,
OTOPOXHWJIY, A TIOTOM TTOCTaBMIIM B MOABAJ, rie 1 nmo3adsuti. Ho noma xoporuo u B noasane. Eil u B
rOJIOBY HE IMPUXOJWIO CUMTATh, CKOJIBKO BPEMEHHU OKa TYT MIPOCTOSLIA, a BeJJb IPOCTOsIIA OHA OOJIbIle
roga! Ho BOT onsiTh MpHIIUIM JTIOM ¥ B3SUTH BCE HAXOAMBILKECS B MOBajIe OYTHUIKH, B TOM YMCJIEC M HAIITY.
Cay1 ObLT BEeJIMKOJIEITHO pa3yKpallleH; Ha/l I0POKKaMH NMePEKUAbIBAIMCH TUPJISH/IBI U3 Pa3HOLIBETHBIX
OrHeil, OyMaskHble (POHAPH CBETHJIMChH, CJIOBHO MTPO3PAYHBIE TIOJIBIIAHEL. Beuep ObLT 4y qHBIN, IOroa
sicHast 1 Tuxasi. Ha HeOe cusuti 3Be3104YKM U MOJIOZasl JIyHa; BUJIEH ObLI, BIIPOYEM, HE TOJILKO 30JI0TOH,
CEpIIOBUIHBINA KpaellleK ee, HO | BECh Cepo-TOyOoi Kpyr, — BUJIEH, KOHEUHO, TOJIBKO TOMY, Y KOTO
ObLTM XOpolKe r1a3a. B O0KOBBIX ajuiesix Toxke Oblla YyCTpOeHa WUTIOMUHALIMS, XOTh U HE Takasi
OrecTsmasi, Kak B IJIAaBHBIX, HO BIOJIHE JJOCTATOYHAsI, YTOOBI JIIOAM HE CIIOTHIKAINCh BIIOThMaX. 3/1€Ch,
MEX/1y KycTamMH, ObUIM paccTaBlieHbl OYTHUIKM C BOTKHYTHIMU B HUX 3aKEHHBIMU CBEYaMU; 3[€Ch-TO
HAXOJIWJIach 1 HaIla OYyTHUIKA, KOTOPOW CYKJEHO ObUIO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB ITOCTYXXUTh CTAKAHYUKOM JIJIST
nTUYKU. ByThiiKa Obl1a B BOCTPOre; OHAa OMSATh OUYTHJIACH CPEH 3€JICHH, OMSTh BOKPYT HEe IO
BECeJbe, PA3JaBAIUCh IEHNE U MY3bIKa, CMEX U TOBOP TOJIITBI, OCOOEHHO I'yCTOH TaM, I/ie KayaJich
TUPJISIHABL PA3HOLBETHBIX JIAMIIOYEK U OTJIMBAIM SIPKUMHU KpackaMu OymakHble (poHapu. Cama OyThLIKa,
npaBJa, CTosiyla B OOKOBOH ajliee, HO TYT-TO M MOKHO OBLIIO TOMEUTaTh; OHA AepKaja CBedy — CIIyKuia
U [Tl KPachl U IS TIOJIb3bI, @ B 9TOM-TO BCS U CyTh. B Takue MUHYTHI 3a0yIenb Jaxe ABaaTh JeT,
NIPOBEJEHHBIX HA YeplaKe, — 4ero jxe Jy4uie!

Mumo OyTBUIKM MPOIILIA O] pYKY MapouKa, Hy, TOUYb-B-TOUb, KAK Ta MapOyKa B JIECY — IITYPMaH ¢
JIOYKOM CKOPHsIKA; OyThUIKA BAPYT CJIOBHO MEpeHeciach B MpoIIoe. B camy ryiasim npuriameHHble
TOCTH, TYJISUTA ¥ IOCTOPOHHUE, KOTOPBIM TIO3BOJIEHO OBUIO MOTI000BATHCS TOCTSIMUA M KPACHBBIM
3peJMIIEM; B YHCIIe X HaXOJWIach M CTapasi JIeBYIKa, y Hee He ObUIO POJHBIX, HO ObUIH Apy3bs. Jdymana
OHa O TOM ke, 0 UeM U OyTbUIKA; €l Toke BCIIOMUHAJICS 3eJIEHBIII JIeC U MOJIoflasi apoyKa, KoTopas Oblia
Tak OJM3Ka ee cepily, — Be/lb OHa caMa y4acTBOBaJIa B TOW BECEJION MPOryJike, cama Obula TOI0
cyacTiiMBOI0 HeBecTor! OHa mmpoBesia Torja B JIECY CUaCTIMBENIINE Yachl CBOEH KU3HU, a UX HE
3a0yjelb, Jaxke cTaB crapoio AeBoii! Ho oHa He y3Hana OyThUIKM, Ja M OyThUIKA He y3Hasa ee. Tak
CJIy4aeTcsl Ha CBeTe CIUIOMIb JIa PSJOM: CTapble 3HAKOMBIE BCTPEYAIOTCS U PacXOJATCs, HE Y3HAB ApYT
Apyra, 10 HOBOW BCTPEUH.
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W GyThUIKY kJaJla HOBasi BCTpeYa CO CTapoio 3HAKOMOIO, — OHH BeIb HaXOJWJIUCh TeTleph B OIHOM ¥ TOM
xe ropone!

W3 capa OyThlIKa rornajia K BUHOTOProBILy, OMSATh OblTa HAIIOJHEHA BWHOM M IIPOJaHa
BO3/yXOIUIABATEII0, KOTOPHIH B CJIEIyIOIee BOCKPECEHbE I0JUKEH ObUT MOAHATHCS Ha BO3IYIIHOM IIape.
CoOpanock MHOKECTBO MyOJIMKH, UTrPajl JyXOBOM OPKECTP; LUK OOJIbIINE MPUTOTOBIeHUS. ByThliKa
BUJIeJIA BCE 3TO U3 KOP3UHBI, I'7Ie OHA JIeXkKala PsIOM C XKUBBIM KPOIMKOM. BeHsKKa KPOJIMK OBbLT COBCEM
pacrepsiH, — OH 3HaJI, UTO €ro CIIYCTSIT BHU3 C BBICOTHI Ha naparimore! ByTbuika ke 1 He 3Haja, KyJa OHU
HOJIETAT — BBEPX WM BHU3; OHA BUJIEJA TOJIBKO, YTO LIap HajayBajcs Bce OOJblIe U OOJbLIe, TOTOM
MIPUTIOIHSJICS C 3€MJIM U CTaJl IOPHIBATHCS BBBICh, HO BEPEBKU BCE €1E KPETIKO Aep:xanu ero. Hakonen
UX Mepepe3aiy, U map B3BUJICS B BO3yX BMECTE C BO3yXOIlIaBaTeJeM, KOP3UHOIO, OyTHUIKOIO U
KpOJIMKOM. My3bIKka rpemesna, 1 HapoJ Kpudajl «ypa.

«A Kak-TO CTpaHHO JIETETh 10 BO3AyXy! — nogymaiia OyThuika. — BoT HOBHIH crioco0 miaBanus! TyT mo
KpaliHell Mepe He HaTKHEIIbCs Ha KaMeHb |»

MHoroTsICsiYHas TOJIA CMOTPEJIa Ha IIap; CMOTpela U3 CBOEr0 OTKPBITOrO OKHA U cTapast AEBYLIKa; 3a
OKHOM BHCeJIa KJIETKA C KOHOIUISIHKOM, OOXOOUBIIENCS €IIle, BMECTO CTAKaHUYMKA, YaiHOIO Jyamkon. Ha
MOIOKOHHHUKE CTOSIJIO MUPTOBOE JAEPEBIIO; CTapasi JeBYyIIKa OTOABHUHYJIA €r0 B CTOPOHY, YTOOBI HE
YPOHHTH, BBICYHYJIACh M3 OKHA U ICHO pa3jiMumiia B HeOe 1ap 1 BO3AyXOIUIaBaTesl, KOTOPbIA CIYCTHII
Ha TIapanoTe KPoJMKa, IOTOM BBHITHII U3 OYTBUIKH 32 3I0POBbE JKUTEJIEH M TIOIOPOCHI OyTHUIKY BBEPX.
JleByIIKe U B roJIOBY HE MPUIILIO, YTO 3TO Ta camast OyThIIKa, KOTOPYIO MOAOPOCHI BHICOKO B BO3YX €€
’KEHMX B 3€JICHOM JIECY B CUACTJIMBEHIINIA IeHb €€ KU3HU!

YV OyTBUIKM K€ ¥ BpeMEHH He ObUIO HU O YeM I0JyMaTh, — OHA TaK HEOXMJAHHO OUYTHJIACh B 3€HUTE
CBOEr0 KM3HEHHOTO MyTH. balllH1 1 KpbILIM JOMOB JIeXKalu IIe-TO TaM, BHU3Y, JIIOAU Ka3aJIUCh TAKUMU
KPOXOTHBIMHU ...

U BoT OHa cTana najath BHU3, Ja KyJa OblCTpee, YeM KPOJIMK; OHa KyBBIPKaJIach U IUIsiCala B BO3/yXe,
YyBCTBOBaJIa ceOs1 TAKOIO MOJIOZOI0, TAKOI0 KM3HEPAJOCTHOIO, BUHO B HEH TaK M UTPajio, HO HEI0JTO —
BBUTIIIOCH. BOT Tak noser Obut! CostHEeYHbIe JTyuH OTpakalCh Ha €€ CTEKJISTHHBIX CTEHKAaX, BCE JIIOAN
CMOTpEJIM TOJIbKO Ha Hee, — IIap yKe CKPBUICS; CKOPO CKPbUIACh U3 TJ1a3 3puTesiei u OyThuika. OHa
yraJia Ha KpbIly 1 pa3ounack. OCKOJIKH, OIHAKO, eIlIe He Cpa3y YCIOKOWINCh — TPBIrajid W CKaKaJH Mo
KpBHIILIe, [TOKa HE OUyTUJIMCh BO IBOPE M HE pa3OUINCh O KAMHU Ha ele OoJiee MeJIKKMe KyCOUKU. Yeneno
OJIHO TOPJIBIILIKO; €r0 CJIOBHO CPe3aJio aaMa3om!

— BOT c1aBHBIN CTaKaHYMK JUIsI ITULBI! — CKa3aJl X03sMH Morpedka, HO y CaMOro y Hero He ObLIO HU
ITUIIB, HU KJIETKH, a 003aBOUTHCS UMU TOJIBKO TOTOMY, YTO MOMAJIOCh €My OyTHIJIOYHOE TOPJIBIIIKO,
rOJIHOE ISl CTAKaH4KKa, ObLIo OBl Yk uepecuyp! A BOT cTapoy JeBYIIKe, 4TO KWjIa Ha YeplaKke, OHO
MOTJIO IPUTOJUTHCS, U OYTHIJIOYHOE TOPJIBIIIKO MOMAJIO K HEl; ero 3aTKHYJIN MTPOOKOM, epeBepHYJIHN
BEPXHUM KOHLIOM BHU3 — TaKHe MEPEMEHBI YaCTO CIIyYalOTCsl HA CBETE, — HAJIWJIM B HETO CBEXKEW BOJbI
¥ MOJIBECUJIU K KJIETKE, B KOTOPOM TaK M 3aJIMBAJIaCh KOHOIUISHKA.

— Jla, Tebe XOpoIIo neTh! — cka3ayio OyThUIOYHOE TOPJIBIIIKO, 2 OHO OBLJIO 3aMevaTeIbHOe — OHO
JeTaso Ha Bo3ayntHoM mape! OcrabHble 0OCTOSITEICTBA €r0 KU3HU He ObUTH N3BECTHBI HUKOMY.
Tenepp OHO CIIyKWJIO CTAKAHYMKOM JJIs1 NTULIBI, KAa4yaJoCh B BO3/lyXe BMECTE C KJIETKOM, /10 HEro
JOHOCUJIUCH C YJIULIbI POXOT SKUIAKEeW U rOBOP TOJIBI, U3 KAMOPKH k€ — roJIoc cTapoy aeBylku. K
Heil IpUIILIa B TOCTH ee cTapasi MpUsITeIbHULIA-POBECHUIIA, U PA3TOBOP 1IeJ He O OyTHUIOUHOM
TOpJIbILIKE, HO O MHPTOBOM JIEPEBLIE, UTO CTOSJIO HA OKHE.

— IlpaBo, TeOe He3aueM TPaTUTh ABYX PUKCIAIEPOB HA CBaeOHBI BEHOK Il JOYKH! — roBopuiia
crapas JeBylka. — Bo3bmu Moo mupty! Bunuine, kakas uyzaecHas, Bcs B 1iBetax! OHa BbIpociia U3
OTPOCTKA TOM MUPTHI, YTO ThI MOJIApWJIa MHE Ha JIPyrou JieHb Mociie MOoel TOMOJIBKU. S cobupanach
CBHUTb U3 HEE BEHOK KO JIHIO CBOEH CBaJbObl, HO 9TOTO AHA 5 TaK M He ok Jajack! 3aKpbUIUCh TE OUH, YTO
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JOJDKHBI OBUIM CBETUTh MHE Ha PaJloCTh ¥ CYACThE BCIO 1U3Hb! Ha He MOPCKOM CIUT MOM MUJIBIT
keHux!.. Mupra cocrapuiacs, a s eme 0oJbine! Korga ke oHa Havasia 3achixath, s B3sijIa OT Hee
MOCJIE/IHIOI0 CBEXKYIO BETOUKY U MOCAIMIIA €€ B 3eMJII0. BOT Kak oHa pa3pociach U MOnaaeT-Takyu Ha
cBaab0y: MBI COBbEM M3 ee BeTBEl CBa/IeOHBIN BEHOK ISl TBOECH JOYKH!

Ha rnazax y crapoii 1eByIlIKM HABEPHYJIUCH CJIE3bl; OHA CTajla BCIIOMUHATh JPYyra IOHbIX JIET, TOMOJIBKY B
Jiecy, TOCT 3a UX 3[I0POBbE, IOJyMajia O TIepBOM TOIeJye... HO He YIIOMsIHYJIa O HeM, — OHa Obl1a BeJlb
yke cTapoio eBoii! O MHOrom BCIIOMHHAJA U JiyMajla OHa, TOJIBKO HE O TOM, UTO 32 OKHOM, TaK OJIM3KO
OT Hee HAXOIUTCH ellle OJIHO HAIIOMUHAHUE O TOM BPEMEHHM — TOPJIBIIIKO TOH caMOl OYTHUIKH, U3
KOTOPO¥ C TAaKUM IITyMOM BBIIIMOJIO MPOOKY, KOTIa MUAJIH 32 310pOBbe 00pyUYeHHBIX. Jla 1 camo
TOPJIBIIIKO HE Y3HAJIO CTapOil 3HAKOMOM, OTYaCTH IOTOMY, YTO OHO U HE CIIyIIAlo, 4YTO OHA
pacckasbiBasia, a TJIaBHBIM 00pa3oM MOTOMY, UTO TyMaso TOJBKO O cebe.
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